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Measure I Campaign 
Back in August, BTA joined a coalition made up of District personnel, 

BOE members, PTA officers, and other community volunteers to begin 

a grassroot campaign in order to get a parcel tax on the March 2020 

ballot. The BTA office immediately became Campaign Central and for 

over 6 months many of you volunteered to help pass this parcel tax, 

Passing the parcel tax meant saving our programs that were on the 

chopping block ð programs like elementary PE and music and CTE 

and STEAM classes in the secondary schools. It also meant a 

retroactive 3% raise in order to retain and recruit teachers, 

counselors, speech and language pathologists, and school nurses. At 

the time of this article we are still waiting to hear the results of the 

election. 

Regardless, the fight goes on! We 

have created a groundswell when 

it comes to member advocacy. 

More members participated and 

gave their time to ensure this 

victory for all of our members. If 

you did not participate in this 

campaign, I hope you will take a 

moment and look at the list of 

members who came to help on 

your behalf. 

I cannot express my gratitude 

enough for all you have done! We 

made over 10,000 calls and 

walked a multitude of miles to 

educate our community and to 

garner their support in understanding that to have quality schools in 

Burbank, we have to have quality educators; that starts by making 

Burbank USD a #1 choice and that will only happen when our salaries 

are commensurate to our surrounding districts.  

I remain hopeful that there will be enough votes cast to win. Itôs not 

over until the last ballot is counted. 

In unity, 

Diana 
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UniServ Directorõs Message by Nate Banditelli 
Thoughts on Measure I 
 
After the failure of Measure QS, I wrote about what I thought were that campaignõs flaws: it didnõt clearly 
communicate the consequences of the measureõs failure, didnõt bring stakeholders into the campaign, 
and didnõt do enough grassroots voter outreach. Measure I, on the other hand, did all of those things well 
and although we still donõt know the results, Iõm proud of the campaign that we all built. Win or lose, 
BTA is stronger and Burbank is more united. I know so many members of BTA, CSEA, PTA, the BUSD Board 
of Education, BUSD administrators, and our community who came together and gave their time and 
money to try to pass Measure I. Iõm personally grateful to everyone who participated in the campaign. 
Every phone call, conversation in a neighborhood, and dollar meant something. All people in our 
community had an opportunity to do their part, and Iõm proud to be a member of a group of people who 
donõt always agree on everything, but who came together and personally sacrificed to support the one 
cause that we all agree on: the success of Burbank students.    
 

Why donõt we know results yet? 
 

Los Angeles County modernized its voting machines 
that go back to the 1960s and changed the way that 
votes are cast and counted. Gone were nearly 5,000 
neighborhood polling places, replaced with 979 vote 
centers. While voters still have the option to vote by 
mail, in-person voting was expanded to eleven days 
and voters were given the option to vote at any of 
the vote centers in Los Angeles County. Not all 
voters were aware of the change, so they stuck to 
their election-day routines, resulting in 
underutilization of the early voting period and long 
lines on Super Tuesday. In Burbank, polls closed at 8 
p.m. Anyone who was still in line at that time could 
stay in line to vote, and people stood in line for an 
hour or more in order to be counted.  
 

Historically, voters signed a piece of paper to check into the polling place and cast their vote. Under the 
new system, voters checked in on tablets about the size of an iPad before they could vote. The tablets 
created a bottleneck, so voters waited in line while unused voting machines stood idly by. Some voters 
decided that they couldnõt wait in the long line and went home without voting. 
 

Another major change was the loss of precinct reporting. When each voting precinct had specific voters to 
account for, everyone knew the percentage of precincts that had been counted and which precincts had 
not yet been counted. Under the new system, a Burbank voter could vote in Long Beach and there is no 
system in place to determine turnout from each precinct, so turnout remains a mystery.   
 

Uncertainty, but Reasons for Optimism 
 

As of March 10th, the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerkõs Office was still counting 
ballots and we donõt know if Measure I passed or failed, or even how many Burbank residents voted in the 
election.  The results have been creeping in the right direction, but Measure I may very well fall short of 
the 66.7% threshold necessary for passage. With 62.92% support as of the time that this article went to 
print, we do have reasons for optimism.  
 

Republican voters, who are outnumbered in Burbank, probably voted earlier than Democrats, who may 
have waited until the last minute to vote because Californiaõs Democratic Primary was moved up to Super 
Tuesday for the first time and many voters waited to see which candidates were still in the race on 
election day. So far, about 1.6 million votes have been counted in Los Angeles County, with 493,450 
ballots uncounted, including 400,950 vote-by-mail (VBM) ballots. Up to election day, only 25% of 
Burbankõs partisan voters had voted by mail. Out of about 69,000 registered Burbank voters, 28,934 voted 
on Measure QS and the measure failed, with 64.33% support. Currently, 25,003 voters have voted on 
Measure I. Itõs reasonable to believe that last-minute Democrats and Independents who voted in the 
Democratic Presidential race will support Measure I, and that most of those votes have not been counted. 
More results will be released every Tuesday and Friday after 4 P.M. and results should be finalized by the 
end of March. 
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Read Across America 

By Diana Abasta 

I love to read and every March I look forward to visiting our 

elementary schools. This year, on February 28th, I had the honor of 

reading in Ms. Pomfretôs first grade class and Mrs. Magerkurthôs fifth 

grade class at Jefferson. As a high school English teacher, it is always 

interesting to see the differences in grade levels. Both of my 

colleagues have done amazing work with their students! 

Then on March 2nd, right before Election Day, 

I read for Ms. Murphyôs first grade class at 

Roosevelt.  First grader Ivy Flynn greeted me 

and then escorted me to her classroom, Rm. 

11. There I met Ms. Murphy and her amazing class. I read Hooray for 

Reading Day which was apropos for the day. After the story the students 

told me what they thought the author was trying to say. In our conversation 

we talked about never giving up and then they told me they knew a word 

that meant not to give up and that was ñperseverance.ò I then got a chance 

to answer some of their questions about me and finally, they told me that 

they were learning about liberty symbols. I got to hear all about the liberty 

bell and the flag. It was so refreshing to be in their class because it 

reminded me of why we do what we do. We believe in giving all of our 

students the best quality education and as professionals that is what our BTA members do day in 

and day out. 

Thank you to all of our Pre-K and elementary colleagues who put the foundation in place for each of 

us to build on. 


