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March to April Madness

Assessment and Testing

CTA believes effective assessment and testing – both

aligned to state standards and used as diagnostic tools –

can improve instruction and learning. Testing must be age

and subject appropriate. It must be free from cultural,

racial, gender, socio-economic and linguistic biases.

Teachers must have the resources and professional

development to help their students succeed. State and

federal intervention in challenged schools must focus on

assistance, not sanctions.

As we head into April, we are once again held to the testing mandates. Like the former NEA

President Lily Eskelsen Garcia says, “In order to reduce the over-use and abuse of

standardized tests, we need a brave solution from the federal government—such as a return

to grade-span testing. The sheer volume of tests and test prep that students must endure

because of over-testing in America’s schools takes away from students’ time to learn and

does nothing to close opportunity gaps,” We understand the role of effective assessment

and testing, but sadly this has more to do with accountability than providing the funding

needed to give teachers the resources to help our students succeed.

Bargaining

We are still at the table bargaining Art. 11 Class Size and Art. 31, SPED article. We are also

continuing to push for restoration of elementary PE but also looking for ways to adjust

schedules for 4th and 5th grade teachers to get effective blocks of time to plan. If any of

you would like to make a 30-seconds or less video on why elementary PE is needed or the

value of planning time, please let us know, and we will send you the link.

Elementary Planning Time

I want to thank our colleagues at Edison, Emerson, Providencia, Stevenson, and Washington

for reaching out to BTA and inviting us to their sites to visit classes and to bring BOE

members to classes to see how both lower and upper primary use planning time to create

the amazing lessons they observed. Some of the BOE members also observed our LEAP

classes at Washington. Some of the very issues we are trying to address with language in

our contract are the things we observed. One had to do with the amount of time teachers

have to spend past contract hours in meetings. Again, please contact BTA if you can make a

30-seconds or less video telling what it is like to be a SPED educator.

Read Across America

Read Across America continues. BTA donates books equitably to all our school libraries in the

District as it has done for years. These books are rich in diversity and inclusion. In addition,

this is our second BTA “Read here, there, and everywhere” campaign. We have hung

the following books along the fences of our elementary sites and are inviting guest readers

to read to a class. So far, Supt. Hill read to Sarah Schwartz’s third grade class. He read Nigel

and the Moon by Antwan Endy and illustrated by Gracey Zhang.

Here is a list of the books at each elementary site.

Bret Harte                 Kiyoshi’s Walk by Mark Karline and illustrated by Nicole Wong

Disney                      Dream Drum Girl by Margarita Engle and illustrator Rafael Lopez

Edison                      Nigel and the Moon by Antwan Endy and illustrator Gracey Zhang

Emerson                  The Creature of Habit by Jennifer E. Smith and illustrated by Leo

Espinoza
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BTA hopes you have the opportunity to take a walk and read
the books at our elementary sites.  The project takes a lot of
work but de�nitely is well worth it just based on the
community response we received as we were hanging the
books. 

Many thanks to those who pitched in sanding, painting,
laminating and hanging the books. It couldn't have
gotten done without you. 

Elva Gaspar, Tracy Sorensen, Anna Basinski, Sandy Fischer,
Alyson Edge, Sandi Sutter, Jamie Davis, Alice Holmes, Diana
Abasta,  Florence Bochnovic, Marissa Holmes, Jenny Holmes

Jefferson                 Amy Wu and the Patchwork Dragon by Kat Zhang and illustrated by

Charlene Chua

McKinley                 A Walk in the Words by Hudson Talbott and illustrated by Hudson

Talbott

Miller                       Noah Chases the Wind by Michelle Worthington and illustrated by

Joseph Cowman

Providencia            The Water Lady by Alice B. McGinty and illustrated by Shonto Begay

Roosevelt               A Butterfly is Patient by Diana Hutts Aston and illustrated by Sylvia

Long

Stevenson              May your Life Be Deliciosa by Michael Genhart and illustrated by Loris

Lora

Washington            Lion in the Sky by Laura Purdie Salas and illustrated by Merce Lopez

In Conclusion

To state the obvious, it continues to be a challenge to be an educator at this time. We have

seen certain districts and school boards across the nation continue to exercise arbitrary and

bad-faith power when it comes to public education and the teaching profession. NEA, CTA

and BTA will continue to advocate for the right to academic freedoms and 1st Amendment

rights for public education teachers which include the obligation to teach students, with

age-appropriate lessons, about the factual history of this country, including the evolution of

social justice as it applies to race, gender, and ethnicity.

In closing, I wish you all the most restful and enjoyable spring break!

In unity,

Diana



Nominations are now open for the following o�ces to the 
2022 - 2023 BTA Board of Directors.

VICE-PRESIDENT: 2-year term 
TREASURER: 2-year term 
HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTOR (BHS): 2-year term 
MIDDLE SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 2-year term 
ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR: 2-year term 
(Elementary Director seat eligible candidate must be only from one of these 
schools: Bret Harte, Disney, Edison, Providencia, Roosevelt, Washington)

Any active member's name, upon request, shall be placed on the ballot for an o�ce of
the Association. Any active member may be nominated by any other member, with the
consent of the nominee.



DEADLINE FOR FILING DECLARATION FORM:  Thursday, April 14, 2022 5:00 p.m. 
                                                                      BTA O�ce 3021 W Burbank Blvd. Burbank
91505

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR 2022-2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WHY I TEACH... by My Lor

(Emerson)

I teach because I want to make a

difference. It is such a cliché, but that has

been and will continue to be my hope. I

teach because I want all students to feel

included and safe while being at school.

Perhaps it’s my special education

background but I want to be the teacher

who celebrates the uniqueness of each

student and teaches other students to be

loving and accepting of them as well. I enjoy watching them work in groups, thinking and

persevering through what is difficult. I live for those light bulb moments where students

connect the dots and feel proud of themselves for problem solving on their own.

I teach because I can make a fool of myself and still be loved by a class of students. Each

year I have the opportunity to teach a group of kids that one day can grow up to be adults

that make an impact in their community and the world. I know I cannot reach every

student, but to be able to make a difference in at least one life makes the endless hours of

planning and prep work worth it. I teach because I love it, even though it is not easy every

day. I know the next day is new and it’s a chance for it to be better than the last. The

students' excitement when they learn and the smiles on their faces make it all worth it.

BTA Delegates

The National Education Association

Representative Assembly will take place in

Chicago this July 3-6. We held nomiations

for the NEA-RA in the last few weeks.

Nominations were open to all members.

Since only four teachers out of five possible seats filled out the nomination form, our BTA

bylaws state that they may assume the position without holding an election.

BTA will send four members to the Assembly to represent our issues. Congratulations and a

huge thank you to: Justin Riner (Muir Middle School), Diana Abasta (Burbank High

School), Jerry Mullady and Michelle Dixon (Burroughs High School). These four

members will work hard on our behalf to create, debate, and vote on policy that shapes NEA

agenda for the coming year. 

Our voices matter and these four advocates will ensure that Burbank teachers are

represented in the national education conversation. 

Sincerely, 

Bridget Highfill 

BTA Elections

SITE VISITS
In February, Diana and I enjoyed our time chatting with the

Emerson teachers in their stylish and comfy decorated

lunchroom “rest” area. Several intermediate teachers

shared concerns and asked questions about 4th and 5th

grade PE. Another explained that they had had an influx of

students joining their classrooms midyear with no English

proficiency. She asked if there could be a kit or other

support for this child which could be available to the

teacher upon a student’s arrival. I contacted Jen Goldenberg

https://burbankteachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Declaration-of-Candidacy.pdf


APRIL 7, 4:30 - 6 P.M.

Saving Now With

Pension2

Saving for retirement may seem far
from your mind right now, but
supplemental savings are essential to
ensuring you have enough money to
retire comfortably. Due to compound
interest, saving earlier in your career is
far more valuable than saving later. Join
this online workshop to see why saving
now with Pension2 is important.

Here is the link to join this special
seminar on April 7. No need to RSVP.

APRIL 18, 4:30 - 6 P.M.

My Retirement System

This online workshop provides an
overview of the CalSTRS hybrid
retirement system, your survivor and
disability bene�ts, how your bene�t will
be calculated, ways you can increase
your bene�t and other CalSTRS
resources available to you. Learn more
about this �rst step in your life journey
with CalSTRS.

Here is the link to join this special
seminar on April 18. No need to RSVP.

and am hopeful that we can create something like she imagined.

Diana was able to see Danielle Gill’s 4/5 CLC classroom in action and was impressed

with all of the learning going on. She was also able to meet with their interim

principal to discuss any issues of concern. All in all, it was a great visit.

- Tracy Sorensen, Elementary Director

On March 9, Diana, Nate, and I were able to visit

Providencia and on March 16, Diana and I were joined by

Board member Steve Frintner at Washington. Our site

visits provide an opportunity to connect with members,

listen to concerns, address questions, and solve problems.

Issues that came up at both sites included elementary PE

teachers and planning time, as well as the extra burden

placed on all of us as we continue to navigate teaching

during the Pandemic.

We were able to visit classrooms at both sites. At

Washington, we were able to observe morning drop-off for

the LEAP students in TK-2nd grade as well as their

classrooms, a 3rd-5th grade classroom, and a 3rd grade

classroom with hearing and Deaf students. Thank you to all

of the teachers who opened their classrooms to us!

Thank you to Kate Bailey (Providencia) and Chandra Collins

(Washington) for coordinating with their administration and

staff for our visit and to all of the Reps at both sites for

taking the time to attend Rep Councils, hold 10-minute

meetings, and continue to be a voice for our members. Thank you also to all of our

members who took time out of their lunch to talk with us and share so openly.

                                                                           - Sarah Schwartz, Elementary

Director

HOW WILL YOU SPEND YOUR FUTURE?

The Burbank Teachers Association & Glendale Teachers Association
are pleased to host two more CalSTRS-led workshops.

https://www.calstrs.com/start-saving-now-with-pension2-webinar
https://cta.webex.com/cta/j.php?MTID=maad26da7cbde5b972041cc285b4f7b9e
https://www.calstrs.com/my-retirement-system-webinar
https://cta.webex.com/wbxmjs/joinservice/sites/cta/meeting/download/cbaf146810a14a42a82a1066b046dc8c?siteurl=cta&MTID=m57be9427d3b042466b64cc60c6317e04


LET'S WALK! CAREWALK14

APRIL 30TH 8:00 AM

BTA IS ONCE AGAIN SPONSORING

A TEAM FOR THE CAREWALK. 

PLEASE CONTACT THE BTA

OFFICE  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO

JOIN IT.

office@burbankteachers.org or 818-846-

1304

3021 W. Burbank Blvd, Burbank

California 91505 
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